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Women and the Civil Rights Movement 

Goals 
•  To learn about women’s involvement in the 

U.S. black civil rights movement 
•  To use our learning about women’s 

involvement to better understand a broad 
range of issues of social movement 
organizing 
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Focus:  Montgomery Bus Boycott 

• How can we use the very familiar event of 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott to explore a 
wide range (chronologically and topically) 
of women’s civil rights work? 
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Boycotting Segregated Transportation 

Focus: The Montgomery Bus Boycott 
– Activist Traditions 
– The Movement behind the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott 
– Understanding the Boycott 
– Contemporary Cultural Representations of 

Civil Rights Organizing 
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Activist Traditions 

Goals 
•  To understand the long tradition of protest, 

including protest of transportation segregation 
•  To develop an understanding of the issues 

involved in transportation boycotts and in civil 
rights organizing in general 

•  To use these understandings to ask questions about 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
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The Institution of Legal Segregation 

•  Legal Segregation (webpage) 
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Black Women and Segregated Public 
Transportation 

• A History of Resistance 
  Willi Coleman, “Black Women and  
   Segregated Public Transportation: 
   Ninety Years of Resistance”  
   (photocopy) 
  Robin D. G. Kelley, “Theatres of  
   Resistance” (photocopy) 
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Protesting Transportation Segregation 
before Montgomery 

•  Half a century before the 1955-1956 Montgomery 
Bus Boycott African Americans in the city had 
conducted a two-year boycott when the city 
council enacted a trolley-car segregation bill. 
“Like the bus boycott of 1955-1956, the 
Montgomery streetcar boycott of 1900-1902 was 
part of a larger regional black protest against Jim 
Crow urban transit.” 

–  (August Meier and Elliott Rudwick, “The Boycott Movement Against Jim Crow Streetcars in 
the South, 1900-1906,” Journal of American History, 55, 4 (March 1969), 756. (pdf) 
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Known Streetcar Boycotts 

•  Atlanta, 1892-1893 
•  Augusta, 1898 
•  Savannah, 1899 
•  Atlanta and Rome, 1900 
•  Augusta, 1900-1903 
•  Jacksonville, 1901 
•  Montgomery, 1900-1902 
•  Mobile, 1902 
•  New Orleans and Shreveport, 

1902-1903 
•  Little Rock, 1903 
•  Columbia, 1903 

•  Houston, 1903-1905 
•  Vicksburg and Natchez, 1904 
•  San Antonio, 1904-1905 
•  Richmond, 1904-1905 
•  Memphis, Chattanooga, and 

Knoxville, 1905 
•  Jacksonville and Pensacola, 

1905 
•  Nashville, 1905-1906 
•  Danville, Lynchburg, 

Petersburg, and Norfolk, 1906 
•  Newport News, 1906-1907 
•  Savannah, 1906-1907 
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Richmond, Virginia, Streetcar Boycott, 
1904-05 
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Richmond Planet Reports a Streetcar Boycott 

•  Richmond Planet, 1904-1905 (photocopy) 

•  John Mitchell and the Richmond Planet (website) 
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• Virginia Mandates Streetcar Segregation, 
1906 (website) 
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Maggie Lena Walker 

• Gertrude Marlowe, “Maggie Lena Walker” 
entry in Black Women in America: An 
Historical Encyclopedia, eds. Darlene Clark 
Hine, Elsa Barkley Brown, Rosalyn 
Terborg-Penn 

• Maggie Lena Walker, excerpts from 
“Benaiah’s Valour,” 1906 (photocopy) 
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Women Builders 

•  http://nmaaryder.si.edu/johnson/women.html 
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Nashville, Tennessee, Streetcar Boycott 

•  Nashville’s Streetcar Boycott, 1905-1907 
 http://www.tnstate.edu/library/digital/nashv.htm 

 Union Transportation Company 
 http://www.tnstate.edu/library/digital/union.htm 

 Richard   Boyd 
 http://www.tnstate.edu/library/digital/RHBoyd.htm 

 StreetcarBoycotts\Nashville\RHBoydLetter.doc 
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Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955-56 
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Montgomery City Code 

•  http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson1/doc1.html 
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The Movement behind the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 

• Women and the Montgomery bus system 
•  Joanne Gibson Robinson and the Women’s 

Political Council 
• Why not Claudette Colvin? 
• Who was Rosa Parks? 
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Joanne Gibson Robinson and the Women’s 
Political Council 

•  Brief history of the Women’s Political 
Council 

•  Joanne Gibson Robinson’s May 1954 letter 
to Mayor of Montgomery 

•  1955 Montgomery Mass Meeting 
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• Montgomery's Black Citizens Cite Their 
Most Urgent Needs, 1955 



Elsa Barkley Brown 
April 25, 2002 

Why not Claudette Colvin? 
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Flyer announcing boycott 
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Mass Meeting 
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Returning to Riding the Bus 

•  Integrated Bus Suggestions (website) 
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Who was Rosa Parks? 

•  Biographical background 
• NAACP Work 
• Highlander Folk School 
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Highlander Folk School 

•  Rosa Parks at Highlander 
• Highlander 
•  Septima Clark and Bernice Robinson 
•  Beauticians and the Civil Rights Movement 
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Understanding the Boycott 

• December 1955 
• Walking, Meeting, Carpooling, Negotiating, 

Publicizing 
•  In Friendship 
•  The Trials 
•  The Outcome 
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Link to “Ella’s Song” 
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•  Tallahassee Bus Boycott Timeline 



Elsa Barkley Brown 
April 25, 2002 

Contemporary Cultural Representations 
of Civil Rights Organizing 

•  The Long Walk Home 
•  Ruby Bridges 
•  The Rosa Parks Story 
•  Boycott 
•  Eyes on the Prize 
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Visit Elsa Barkley Brown’s website to 
download powerpoint file which can be 

edited. 
http://www.inform.umd.edu/EdRes/Colleges/ARHU/Depts/

History/Faculty/EBarkleyBrown/BusBoycott/ 


